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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to the after-final amendment received from the aoDlicant on October 28. 2004 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 2zd. 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 29 Julv 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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Examiner's Amendment 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. On line 18 of Claim 8, the phrase "it trailing end" has been deleted and replaced 
with the phrase "its trailing end". 

3. An after-final amendment was received from the applicant on October 28, 2004. 

4. Claim 1 has been canceled. 

Reasons for Allowance 

5. Claims 2-8 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The boat hull 
tunnel extension as claimed is not shown or suggested in the prior art because of the . 
use of a propeller driven boat in combination with a partially cylindrical cone shaped 
tunnel structure that Is disposed along the bottom of said boat from a fonA/ard end 
toward a bow of said boat to a trailing end toward a stern of said boat, said tunnel 
structure accommodating a propeller shaft with a propeller that is at least partially within 
said tunnel structure between said fooA/ard end and said trailing end, and having a 
constant radius extension from the position of said propeller within said tunnel structure 
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to said stern of said boat, said constant radius extension being further comprised of a 
forward end and a trailing end. and being attached to said bottom of said boat along its 
sides and to said tunnel structure at its fonward end, where said extension is partially 
tubular at a constant radius beginning at the position of said propeller within said tunnel 
structure, and said trailing end of said extension extends at said constant radius and 
attaches to said stern of said boat. 

7. The prior art as disclosed by Sherman (US 3.793,980) shows the use of a marine 
propulsion system for a propeller driven boat that includes a tunnel structure that 
accommodates a propeller shaft with a propeller between a fonA/ard end and a trailing 
end of said tunnel structure. Kobayashi et al. (US 3,81 1 ,399) discloses a boat with a 
tunnel structure that accommodates a propeller shaft and a propeller, where said tunnel 
structure has an extension that extends from a position of said propeller within said 
tunnel structure to a point near the stern of said boat. However, none of the prior art 
cited shows or suggests the use of a propeller driven boat in combination with a partially 
cylindrical cone shaped tunnel structure that is disposed along the bottom of said boat 
from a forward end toward a bow of said boat to a trailing end toward a stern of said 
boat, said tunnel structure accommodating a propeller shaft with a propeller that is at 
least partially within said tunnel structure between said forward end and said trailing 
end, and having a constant radius extension from the position of said propeller within 
said tunnel structure to said stern of said boat, said constant radius extension being 
further comprised of a forward end and a trailing end, and being attached to said bottom 
of said boat along its sides and to said tunnel structure at its fonA^ard end, where said 
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extension is partially tubular at a constant radius beginning at the position of said 
propeller within said tunnel structure, and said trailing end of said extension extends at 
said constant radius and attaches to said stern of said boat. 



Conclusion 

8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Exr. Lars Olson whose telephone number is (703) 308-9807. 
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LARS A. OLSON 
FKnENTEXAMiNgR 




